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A study on the fate of heaven and earth contained in the geometric pattern of Chu embroidery
LIU Yongging XIE Qi
( College of Soochow University Applied Technology Suzhou 215021 China)

Abstract: The cultural relics unearthed in the Chu dynasty such as the shape of Chu lacquer ware painting
schematics and patterns in Chu embroidery unconsciously reveal some kinds of transcendental cosmic consciousness of
Chu people. Based on the geometrical patiern of “Round sky and Square earth ” in Chu embroidery this paper
studies the mysterious digit meaning contained in it and explains that its “four circles” scheme symbolizes the bud of
the advanced celestial theory. Chu embroidery also has a prominent feature that is the “Phoenix” image expression
in original wizard culture. Combined with the combination of Chu embroidery Phoenix and geometric circular
examples this article further explains the different understanding of “Yang Wu Zai Ri” in wizard culture and the
background of astronomy.
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Fig.1 Embroidery pattern with one phoenix and two dragons
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Fig.2 Phoenix embroidery patterns
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( 3) : Fig.3 Fu Xi sixty-four hexagram azimuth map
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Tab.1 Abstract symbolic interpretation between Yin and Yang and the number of odd and even
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Fig.4 The “Yang Wu” on the portrait stone of the tomb of
the Han dynasty in Nanyang county
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Fig.5 The portrait stone of Nanyang Riyuejiaoshi map
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Tab.2 The document literature about the sun bird
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