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Silk diplomacy of China to Russia in the late Ming and early Qing dynasty from
the silk exports to Russia in the 17" century
SU Miao' > ZHAO Feng'’

(1. College of Fashion and Design Donghua University Shanghai 200051 China; 2. Silk Institute College of Materials and Textiles
Zhejiang Sci-Tech University Hangzhou 310018 China; 3. China National Silk Museum Hangzhou 310002 China)
Abstract: In the 17" century before the formal bilateral trade between China and Russia was implemented the role
and status of silk in Sino-Russian exchanges were not very clear. Diplomatic archival documents of China and Russia
in the 17" century recorded the entries of silk exchanges between China and the Russia and these are precious
materials for the SinoRussian silk diplomacy in the late Ming and early Qing. In this paper the names varieties
number and related historical events of silk products for diplomatic purpose in China and Russia in the 17" century
were collated in detail through systematic research of the literatures and relevant records of both countries.
Meanwhile the significance content and way of Chinese silk diplomacy to Russia in the late Ming and early Qing
dynasties were deeply interpreted. The research showed that silk played an important role in the early Sino-Russian
exchanges and the silk diplomacy was an important diplomatic means between China and Russia and even China and

other countries in the 17" century. The study further enriches the research results of the Silk Road.
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Tab.1 Statistical list of silk and silk products given to Russia in the 17" century
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